
ATTRACTING
IMPACT INVESTMENT
IN ASEAN

In Southeast Asia, entrepreneurs are harnessing
innovation to shape the future. However, in
today’s dynamic landscape, success requires
more than just a good idea. Investors, consumers,
and governments increasingly seek ventures that
deliver financial returns and contribute to a
sustainable future. This is where green growth
comes in, offering a promising path for ASEAN
entrepreneurs to achieve economic and
environmental success.

Green growth prioritizes environmental
well-being along with economic growth.
It involves investing in solutions that
address critical issues like renewable
energy, the circular economy, agritech,
and climate-smart agriculture while also
generating healthy profits. For
entrepreneurs in ASEAN, this presents
exciting opportunities as well as unique
challenges.



For entrepreneurs, exploring green financing
options like green bonds is a calculated risk.
Green bonds are fixed-income securities that
raise capital for projects with environmental
benefits, such as renewable energy, energy
efficiency, and low-carbon transport. These
bonds can facilitate green investment by
attracting institutional investors, such as
pension funds and insurance companies, that
have a long-term investment horizon and a
preference for low-risk and stable returns.

Success in obtaining investment for green
growth enterprises involves clear alignment
with impactful environmental and
sustainability goals. It’s important to prioritize
initiatives that offer measurable social and
environmental benefits, in addition to
financial returns. This is key to attracting
investment for green growth firms. Moreover,
entrepreneurs should consider financing
options that carry a calculated and lower risk. 

Strategies for success

Entrepreneurs can also leverage partnerships
between the public and private sectors to
lower investment risk and draw capital to
environmentally friendly projects in
developing nations. Public funds, such as
those from development banks and
international financial institutions, can
provide technical assistance, guarantees, and
equity investment. These resources help
develop projects, improve institutional
capacity, and lower the cost of capital for
private investors.

Private funds, such as those from institutional
investors, asset managers, and commercial
lenders, can provide large-scale financing to
support green projects that have attractive
risk-return profiles and clear climate policies.
By understanding and leveraging these
strategies, ASEAN entrepreneurs can attract
impact investment and drive both economic
and environmental success in the region.



Aligning the compass:
Navigating green growth in ASEAN

The primary approach involves actively
formulating and showcasing environmental
and social objectives that align with ASEAN’s
sustainability goals. Actively promoting and
developing social and environmental goals in
line with ASEAN’s sustainability objectives—
such as reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
creating jobs in local communities, or
implementing other green solutions—is not
merely a noble act; it is a strategic move that
attracts investors who share ASEAN’s values,
ultimately benefiting the region’s economy
and businesses in the long run.

As businesses diligently pursue these goals,
positioning themselves as green leaders who
are actively engaged in reducing greenhouse
gas emissions and adopting green practices
becomes a commitment. This commitment
not only benefits the environment but also
reinforces the notion that sustainability can
have a positive impact on the bottom line. By
demonstrating a commitment to a sustainable
future, these entrepreneurs attract investors
who value environmentally responsible
practices and gain a competitive edge in a
market that is increasingly focused on
sustainability.

The next strategic move involves sharing success stories within the ASEAN community. By doing
so, entrepreneurs not only inspire and motivate others, but also showcase their achievements.
This ripple effect paves the way for a widespread shift towards sustainability. It is crucial to
remember that the ultimate goal has always been to collaborate in creating a healthier, more
prosperous ASEAN for all its inhabitants, not merely to preserve the environment.

Investment in Southeast Asia’s green growth sectors should transcend mere financial gains. The crux
lies in formulating strategies centered on tangible environmental and social impact goals. Green
businesses can adopt three key approaches to attract such investments.


